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SERVING THE WEST

Founded in 1947, the Council of State Governmenf¢ESTCSGNEST represents the

most geographically diverse, pristine and fastggiwing region in America. CSE&EST
serves the Western legislatures of Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming. Associate
members include the Canadian provinces of Alberta and British Columbia and the Pacific
islands of American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and
Guam.

The mission of CS®WESTs to facilitate regional, nonpartisan cooperation and exchange
of information, and to strengthen legislative institutions among our 13 member states.
These services are achieved through a variety of programs and services offered to
legislators and their staff, including the convening of policy forums, professional
development training, international relations opportunities, publications and
institutional links with other political entities in the West.

CSGNESTalso provides lawmakers unique opportunities, through its institutional
relationship with CSG national, to engage with state officials of all three branches of
state government, to access a myriad of national policy research and to stay abreast of
developments in Washington, D.C. impacting state governments.
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The Council of State Governments is a region
organization with a national presence. In this
way, the organization reflects the priorities an|
interests of the different regions of the United
States, while providing an opportunity in a
national framework for sharing information an
experiences.
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CSGNESBerves 1,307 legislators in 13 stateg
with a population of 71,568,081. The charts fi
the right provide a quick comparison to the 0
other CSG regions.
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MESSAGE FROM THE 20122WEGTOFFICERS

Left to right:

Assemblyman Kelviitkinson,
Nevada, CS®/EST Chaklect;
Representative MarcuSshirq
Hawaii, Immediate Past Chair;
Representative Rosierger,
Wyoming, CS®VEST Chair;
Representative Craigphnson
Alaska, CS®/EST Vice Chair.

2011 was an exciting and transformational year for The Council of State Goverqiv&83 CSGNVESTIn partnership with the
Hawaii Legislature, delivered among the most robust and best attended Annual Meetings in recent years" Aiineuédl Meeting

in Hawaii provided professional development training and a unique setting for Western legislators to exchange information on
critical issues affecting the region and the ABiacific community.

We are proud to report the successful completion of th&22S & G SNy [ $S3aArat I GA GBS | OF RSyézx GKS
newer lawmakers. The Class of 2011 spent long hours working to improve their legislative effectiveness and to buildfsupport
their legislative institutions.

Taking advantage of our shared borders with Canada and MexicaMES@lelivered opportunities for crossorder cooperation.

This included the hosting of substantive forums by the Border Legislative Conference awESE@rving a key role in the 2012

CSG National Conference and North American Summit held in Bellevue, Washington. The Summit convened stakeholders from a
three countries to discuss and identify strategies aimed at enhancing economic competitiveness, energy security, and the
environmental.

As we look back at 2011, we have much to celebrate. As we look forwardVES®iill continue to serve Western legislators
with opportunities for the exchange of ideas and best practices. From education to energy to fiscal affairs and meESIBG
2012 will offer forums, training, webinars and committee events to address the unique concerns of our region.

Please join us July ZB in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada as policymakers and international experts gather for our 2012 annual
meeting and North America Summit.

Sincerely,

i Becpr b
Representative Rosie Berger, Wyoming Assemblyman Kelvin Atkinson, Nevada
CSGNESThair CSGWNESThairElect

o S Pl
Representative Craig Johnson, Alaska Representative Marcus Oshiro, Hawaii

CSGNESWVice Chair CSGNVESTmmediate Past Chair



COMMITTEES

Executive Committee

The Executive Committee serves as the Board of Directors ofWESSF reviewing the work and activities of the policy
committees, adopting policy positions for the organization and annually selecting participants for the Western Legislative
Academy. The Executive Committee is composed of the fourESEJofficers, the presiding legislative leaders and ranking
minority leaders in each chamber of the 13 Western states, the chair and vice chair-#fEESBolicy committees and other

legislators appointed by the presiding legislative officer in each chamber of each member state.

WESTRENDS Board

The WESTRENDS Board, which is composgtetégislator from each of the 13 Western states, provides a forum to evaluate the
direction and velocity of regional and international trends affecting the quality of life in the West. In particular, SIERNDS
Board focuses on the implications for policymakers of the demographic, economic, and cultural trends shaping the West.

Policy Committees

The work of the CS®/ESTpolicy committees reflects the substantive, complex and broad issues facing Western legislatures.
CSGNESTpolicy committees offer opportunities for participating legislators to learn from the experiences and expertise of other
states as well as hear from nationally recognized experts in particular subject matters. Moreover, policy committees can
recommend resolutions and policy positions for the consideration of the\ WE& Executive Committee.

2011t 2012 POLICY COMMITTEES

Education Energy & Public Lands Fiscal Affairs

VICE CHAIR CHAIR VICE CHAIR CHAIR VICE CHAIR
Nancy Todd Dean Mortimer John Schiffer Russ Jones Debbie Smith Tom Taylor
Representative Senator Senator Representative Assembly Member Representative
Colorado Idaho Wyoming Arizona Nevada New Mexico
International Trade Water & Environment Western Economic Development

CHAIR VICE CHAIR CHAIR VICE CHAIR CHAIR VICE CHAIR
Curren Price Todd Kiser Craig Johnson Jackie Dingfelder Kyle Yamashita John Sapien
Senator Representative Representative Senator Representative Senator

California Utah Alaska Oregon Hawaii New Mexico

Future of Western Legislatures

CHAIR VICE CHAIR
Sam Hunt Gary MacLaren
Representative Representative
Washington Montana
TASK FORCES AND FORUMS
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Task Forces and forums are created to provide focus and direction on specific issues or policy areas.



