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WAPA is part of DOE

• One of four PMAs under DOE

• Wholesale electricity supplier

• Around 700 customers

• Customers, in turn, serve
40 million Americans in the West
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CRSP Management 
Center

• 11 power plants

o 24 generating units

o 1,816 MW total installed generation
(73 percent from Glen Canyon)

• Annual generation would meet the 
electricity needs for 384,000 residential 
utility customers or the entire population 
of New Orleans

• 2,325 circuit miles of transmission lines 
(Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, 
Wyoming)
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CRSP Firm Electric 
Service Deliveries

• 130 Long-Term Firm Electric Service Customers

• Long-Term Customers located across 6 states

• 54 Native American Tribes

• 76 municipalities, rural cooperatives, irrigation 
districts

• About 5 million end-use consumers, mostly in 
rural areas. 

Note: Red dots are municipalities; solid-colored blocks are 
rural electric cooperatives; cross-hatched areas are Tribes. 
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CRSP Management Center 
and the Upper Colorado River 
Basin Fund

The CRSP Management Center is responsible for the Basin 
Fund, which is a unique funding mechanism separate from 
normal appropriations processes. 

• CRSP management bears responsibility for 
maintaining sufficient revenue and has fiduciary 
responsibilities for those revolving fund dollars.

• CRSP operates on cash revenues rather than 
appropriations or advance funding from its power 
customers.  Congress gave specific permission and 
direction to operate the Basin Fund.
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Funding for 
Environmental 

Studies and 
Salinity 
Control

Historically funded by CRSP electric power 
revenues: 

• Upper Colorado Recovery Program 
(including San Juan) – endangered fish 
species program - $9 million, annually

• Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management 
Program – environmental program in the 
Grand Canyon - $11.5 million, annually

• Quality of Water and Consumptive Use –
$1 million, annually

• Salinity Control Program – reduce salt in 
Colorado River water - $2 million

• Experiments
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Drought Issues

• The current drought has persisted for 
over 20 years.

• Affects and interacts with all decisions at 
CRSP
• Fish Recovery

• Funding for operation and maintenance for WAPA and 
Reclamation

• Rate Increases 

• Operations and system reliability

• Replacement power – likely coal and natural gas
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Comparison of Current (August 2022) and Last Published (May 2022) 
CRMMS-ESP 5-Year Projections
Chance of Lake Powell Falling Below Critical Reservoir Elevations in any Month of the Water Year (WY)

All results are computed based on projected physical elevations for Lake Powell.
1 For modeling purposes, simulated years beyond 2026 assume a continuation of the 2007 Interim Guidelines, the 2019 Colorado River Basin 

Drought Contingency Plans, and Minute 323, including the Binational Water Scarcity Contingency Plan. Except for certain provisions related to 

ICS recovery and Upper Basin demand management, operations under these agreements are in effect through 2026. Reclamation anticipates 

beginning a process in early 2023 to develop operations for post-2026, and the modeling assumptions described here are subject to change 

for the analysis to be used in that process.
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Generation and Benchmarks Elevation (feet) Efficiency

3700 100%

3600 82.6%

3530 70.4%

3500 65.2%

Below 3490 0%

GCD Efficiency
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Projected 2023 Generation

$161.8M
Estimated replacement 

power costs
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Impacts of loss of Generation at Glen Canyon Dam

• Replacement Power by CRSP Customers

• Potential overloads on several transmission lines in order to bring in 
replacement power to meet electrical demands

• Difficulty in providing regulation and reserve of the Balancing 
Authority

• Inability to provide emergency black start service

• Inability to provide emergency power to other utilities 

• Deficiency of funds in the Colorado River Basin Fund
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Questions?



www.wapa.gov

Rodney Bailey
RBailey@wapa.gov
970-252-3000

mailto:RBailey@wapa.gov

