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Managing Colorado River 
Water Resources – A Utah 
Perspective

Amy I. Haas, Executive Director

Colorado River Authority of Utah

Colorado River Forum
October 18, 2022
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Upper Division States 5-Point Plan 

1. Development of a 2023 Drought Response 

Operations (DROA) Plan

2. System Conservation Reauthorization

3. Consideration of a Demand Management Program

4. Implementation of Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) 

funding

5. Aggressive Water Management
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Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 

Section 50233: Drought Mitigation in the Reclamation States

● $4 Billion through September 2026

● “...activities to mitigate the impacts of drought …with priority given to 

the Colorado River Basin.”

● October 12, 2022 DOI press release announcing Lower Colorado 

River Basin System Conservation and Efficiency Program (3 

components)   +  $500 million to Upper Division States for “long-term 

system efficiency improvements”
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Utah’s Priorities
• Implement Upper Basin 5 Point Plan

• Secretarial action to protect system in 2023

Accounting for and allocating evaporation and 
other losses in the Lower Basin (=~1.2 MAF)

• Continued Basin State engagement and 
meaningful dialogue with Mexico

• Move toward durable, long-term conservation 
activities in both basins

• Maximize federal funding opportunities
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Utah’s Conservation Efforts 
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Colorado River 
Authority of 
Utah
The Authority may 
advise, support, gather 
information, and provide 
input to the River 
Commissioner

01
The mission of the 
Authority is to protect, 
conserve, use, and 
develop Utah’s waters 
of the Colorado River 
system

02
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Current Authority Membership


