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WYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

HISTORY

SPROGRAM CREATED IN 1975

SPHILOSOPHY ð TO UTILIZE A PORTION OF REVENUE DERIVED 
FROM NON-RENEWABLE RESOURCES AND INVEST THIS REVENUE 
IN RENEWALBLE WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS THAT WILL 
SERVE WYOMING CITIZENS INTO THE FUTURE



WYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

MANAGEMENT

SWYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
(WWDC) ð 10 MEMBERS

ïTWO MEMBERS FROM EACH WATER DIVISION

ïONE AT LARGE MEMBER

ïONE TRIBAL MEMBER

ïAPPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR

ïFOUR (4) YEAR STAGGERED TERMS

ïPARTY SPLIT ð NO MORE THAN 75% FROM THE SAME POLITICAL 
PARTY

SLEGISLATIVE SELECT WATER COMMITTEE (SWC)
ïSIX SENATORS

ïSIX REPRESENTATIVES



WYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

OPERATIONS

SWYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT OFFICE ð 26 
EMPLOYEES

ïDIRECTOR APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR

ïADMINISTRATION

ïCONSTRUCTION DIVISION

ïDAM AND RESERVOIR DIVISION

ïPLANNING DIVISION

SELIGIBLE PROJECT SPONSORS
ïMUNICIPALITIES

ïIRRIGATION DISTRICTS

ïSPECIAL DISTRICTS
PUBLIC ENTITY THAT CAN LEGALLY RECEIVE STATE FUNDS, INCUR DEBT, GENERATE REVENUES TO REPAY A 
STATE LOAN, HOLD TITLE AND GRANT A MINIMUM OF A PARITY POSITION MORTGAGE ON THE EXISTING 
WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS APPURTENANT TO THE PROJECT OR PROVIDE OTHER ADEQUATE SECURITY 
FOR THE ANTICIPATED STATE CONSTRUCTION LOAN.



WYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

RESPONSIBILITIES

SNEW WATER PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

SWATER PROJECT REHABILITATION

SDAMS AND RESERVOIR DEVELOPMENT

SWYOMINGõS WATER PLANNING AGENCY

SGROUNDWATER EXPLORATION GRANT PROGRAM

SMANAGEMENT OF WYOMINGõS WATER INVESTMENTS

SINSTREAM FLOW WATER RIGHTS

SSMALL WATER PROJECT PROGRAM

SCO RIVER BASIN STATES SALINITY CONTROL PROGRAM

SUPPER COLORADO RIVER BASIN FUND MOA

SEMERGENCY WATER PROJECTS

SUNIV. OF WYOMING WATER RESEARCH PROGRAM



WYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

FINANCIALRESOURCES

WYOMING STATUTES PROVIDE A SEVERANCE TAX DISTRIBUTION 
ACCOUNT OF $155M PER YEAR.

WATER DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT NO. I (WDA-I)

SFUNDS AGENCY BUDGET, NEW DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, PLANNING EFFORTS, GWEP, SWPP, 

OTHER (NON-PROJECT)

SRECEIVES 12.45% OF SEVERANCE TAX DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT ($19,297,500)

WATER DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT NO. II (WDA-II)

SFUNDS REHABILITATION PROJECTS, SWPP

SRECEIVES 2.1% OF SEVERANCE TAX DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT ($3,255,000)

WATER DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT NO. III (WDA_III)

SFUNDS DAM AND RESERVOIR PROJECTS

SRECEIVES 0.5 % OF SEVERANCE TAX DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT ($775,000)



WYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

PROJECTPROGRESSION

Reconnaissance Feasibility Construction

I II III

MASTER

PLANS
SITE SPECIFIC



WYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

PROJECTFINANCING

SPLANNING STUDIES ð LEVEL I AND II

ïWWDC FUNDS 100% FOR UNBIASED ANALYSES

SLEVEL III DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

ïTYPICALLY 67% GRANT, 33% LOAN OR MATCH

ïLOANS ARE OFFERED AT 4% INTEREST FOR A TERM UP TO 50 YEARS 

SSPONSOR PARTICIPATION

ïRESPONSIBLE FOR 33%

ïMUST PROVIDE THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO OPERATE AND 

MAINTAIN THE PROJECT

SDAMS AND RESERVOIRS ð ABILITY TO PAY AND PUBLIC BENEFIT



LEVEL I 
RECONNAISSANCE

LEVEL II 
FEASIBILITY
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PHASE I

PHASE II

PHASE III*

LEVEL III 
CONSTRUCTION

*Entity Formation required to begin Level II, Phase III.

Small Water Project Program

PRELIM. ANALYSIS

WATERSHED STUDY

PURPOSE/NEED

BASELINE INFORMATION

MANAGEMENT/REHAB PLAN

DETAILED HYDROLOGY

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS

GEOTECH. EXPLORATION

PRELIM./CONCEPT DESIGN

OPERATING PLANS

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS

ECONOMICS

NEPA

PERMITTING

FINAL DESIGN/SPECS

WYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

DAM ANDRESERVOIRPROJECTPROGRESSION



1. ALKALI CREEK RESERVOIR

2. BIG SANDY RESERVOIR ENLARGEMENT

3. BIG WIND/LITTLE WIND STORAGE

4. BULL CREEK RESERVOIR

5. GVID STORAGE ENLARGEMENT

6. MEADOWLARK LAKE ENLARGEMENT

7. MEEKS CAB RESERVOIR ENLARGEMENT

8. MIDDLE PINEY RESERVOIR

9. NEW FORK LAKES ENLARGEMENT

10. LEAVITT RESERVOIR EXPANSION

11. STATELINE DAM ENLARGEMENT

12. WEST FORK RESERVOIR

WYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

DAM ANDRESERVOIRPROJECTS



1. ALKALI CREEK RESERVOIR

2. BIG SANDY RESERVOIR ENLARGEMENT

3. BIG WIND/LITTLE WIND STORAGE

4. BULL CREEK RESERVOIR

5. GVID STORAGE ENLARGEMENT

6. MEADOWLARK LAKE ENLARGEMENT

7. MEEKS CAB RESERVOIR ENLARGEMENT

8. MIDDLE PINEY RESERVOIR

9. NEW FORK LAKES ENLARGEMENT

10. LEAVITT RESERVOIR EXPANSION

11. STATELINE DAM ENLARGEMENT

12. WEST FORK RESERVOIR

------ UNDER CONSTRUCTION

------ FINAL DESIGN

------ NEPA/PERMITTING

------ FEASIBILITY STUDY

WYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

DAM ANDRESERVOIRPROJECTS



DAM & RESERVOIR DIVISION 

PROJECTS ðMIDDLE PINEY RESERVOIR



DAM & RESERVOIR DIVISION 

PROJECTS ðMIDDLE PINEY RESERVOIR



DAM & RESERVOIR DIVISION 

PROJECTS ðMIDDLE PINEY RESERVOIR



DAM & RESERVOIR DIVISION 

PROJECTS ðMIDDLE PINEY RESERVOIR

GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY ð JULY 2018

STANTEC (STATES WEST/WENCK)

NW CONSTRUCTION, INC ð BOZEMAN, MT

ELEV. 8,800 FEET ABOVE SEA LEVEL

30-YEAR SPECIAL USE PERMIT

P3578R ð 4,201 AF ð SEPT. 4, 1919



DAM & RESERVOIR DIVISION 

PROJECTS ðMIDDLE PINEY RESERVOIR



DAM & RESERVOIR DIVISION 

PROJECTS ðBIG SANDY ENLARGEMENT

SPRING 2022

U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

EWS-RSCI, LLC ð GILLETTE, WY



DAM & RESERVOIR DIVISION 

PROJECTS ðBIG SANDY ENLARGEMENT



DAM & RESERVOIR DIVISION 

PROJECTS ðBIG SANDY ENLARGEMENT


