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XXXV Border Legislative Conference 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 
September 19-21, 2024 

 
DRAFT AGENDA (as of 08.27.2024) 

 

Thursday, September 19 

All Day   Arrival of Members 
   Hotel Encanto de Las Cruces 
   705 South Telshor Boulevard 
   Las Cruces, New Mexico 88011 
   (575) 522-4300 
 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Welcome Reception of the 35th Border Legislative Conference 
 

Location: Jardin Sagrado (weather permitting, alternatively 
Guadalupe/Soledad) 

 
7:00 p.m.  Welcome Remarks 
 
   Senator Bill Soules 
   New Mexico Senate 

Chair, Border Legislative Conference 
 
   Other Federal/State Officials TBA 
 
 
Friday, September 20 
 
7:00 – 7:45 a.m. Breakfast 

Location: San Rafael & San Rafael Foyer   
 

8:00 a.m. Departure to War Eagles Air Museum 
 
9:00 a.m.  Arrival to museum and Border Industrial Association Presentation 
 
 The Border Industrial Association (BIA) is the premier industrial advocacy 

organization in New Mexico that focuses on improving the business 
environment for its members and the region. The border is New Mexico’s 
largest industrial base, largest export base, and represents the future of 
New Mexico.  

 

• Jerry Pacheco 
President/CEO 
The Border Industrial Association 
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Friday, September 20 (cont’d.) 
 
9:30 a.m.  Policy Tour of Santa Teresa Industrial Base 
 
10:30 a.m. Departure to Las Cruces 
 
11:45 a.m.  Arrival at Hotel Encanto 
 
12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch  

Location: San Rafael & San Rafael Foyer 
 
1:15 p.m.  Policy Tour Debrief and Presentations Kick-off  
 Location: San Andres Ballroom & Avenida 
 

• Senator Bill Soules 

New Mexico Senate 

Chair, Border Legislative Conference 

 

• Diputada Ernestina Castro Valenzuela  

Sonora State Legislature 

Vice Chair, Border Legislative Conference 

 

• Other Federal or State Officials TBA 

1:45 – 2:15 p.m. Border Task Force Report: Paso Del Norte Region 
 
 The binational region comprised of El Paso, Texas, Ciudad Juárez, 

Chihuahua, and Doña Ana County in southern New Mexico is already 
competitive but to reach its potential two Governors and one 
Congresswoman formed the Binational Infrastructure task force.  
This report is the result of engagement with stakeholders in each region 
to jointly create a vision and recommendations for what comes next.  
 

• Dr. Lucinda Vargas 

Associate Director 

Center for Border Economic Development 

New Mexico State University 
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Friday, September 20 (cont’d.) 

2:15 – 2:45 p.m. Supply Chain Obstacles and Solutions for Today and Tomorrow 

This presentation will identify growing obstacles such as tariffs and 

increased regulations in international trade. It will also offer mechanisms 

and incentives such as programs and agreements to help the supply 

chain navigate these in the future. 

• David Harlow 

President & CEO 

ITC Diligence International 

2:45 – 3:15 p.m. Securing and Strengthening America’s Supply Chain (Title 

placeholder) 

• Josh Wood 

Chief Executive Officer 

Supply Chain Council 

3:15 – 3:30 p.m. Break 

3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Energy in the Border Region 
 

• Speaker TBA 
Schneider Electric 
 

• Speaker TBA 
 
4:30 – 5:45 p.m. Managing Drought 
 

• David W. DuBois 
State Climatologist 
Department of Plant & Environmental Sciences 
New Mexico State University 

 

• Sam Fernald 
Director 
Water Resources Research Institute 
New Mexico State University 

 

• Dr. Peter S. Fiske (invited) 
Director 
National Alliance for Water Innovation 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory  
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Friday, September 20 (cont’d.) 
 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  Dinner  
   Location: San Rafael & San Rafael Foyer 
 
Saturday, September 21 
 
8:00 – 8:45 a.m. Breakfast 

Location: San Andres Ballroom & Avenida 
 
9:00 – 9:30 a.m. Public Safety in a Border Community 
   Location: San Andres Ballroom 
 

• Speaker TBA 
 
9:30 – 10:00 a.m. Migration Challenges in Ciudad Juarez: 
   A Report by the Autonomous University of Ciudad Juarez 
 

• Speaker TBA 
 
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. The Welfare of Unaccompanied Minors 
 

• David Marquez 
Casey Family Programs 
 

• Emily Hecht-McGowan 
Casey Family Programs 

 
11:00 – 11:45 a.m.  100% Community Initiative 
 

• Dominic Cappello 
Co-Developer, 100% Community  
Co-Author, Anna, Age Eight  
New Mexico State University  

 
11:45 – 12:10 p.m. Conclusions & BLC Evaluations 
 

CSG West values your feedback! We read each evaluation to ensure we 
are delivering the best programming to you. Based on your comments, 
speaker modifications may be made, and new topics will be incorporated 
into future meetings. When finished, please return the evaluation to any 
CSG West staff member 

 
12:15 – 1:30 p.m. Lunch 
    Location: San Rafael & San Rafael Foyer 
 
Rest of Day  Departures 


