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Montana Aquatic Invasive 
Species Update



Current AIS Operations
• 17 roadside watercraft 

inspection stations.
• Stations contracted to Tribes, 

Conservation Districts, Counties 
or operated by FWP staff.

• Over 92,000 inspections
o 42 mussel fouled vessels
o 500 with weeds

• 2,000 mussel early detection 
samples processed.
o NO Mussel detections to date.











New Initiatives
• Preparing for new threats.

o New mussel waters.
o Other species.

• Quality Assurance / Quality 
Control.
o Targeted inspection 

verification before 
launch.

• Treatment projects.
• Rapid response 

preparedness.



Moss Balls

• No mussels found 
on Montana moss 
balls so far this year.

• Don’t Let it Loose.



AIS Training & 
Workshops

• Expand public involvement 
with AIS survey and 
outreach.

• Workshops, events, school 
groups.

• Expanded public reporting.
• Public and partners helping 

with:
o Species detection.
o Ensuring boats and gear are 

Clean. Drained & Dry.



Protecting Our Waters is Getting 
More Challenging 

• Prevention will get harder 
as mussels get closer.

• Alternative Strategies are 
needed to ensure boats 
comply with inspection 
requirements.

• Support prevention efforts.
• Expand public 

involvement.



FWP.MT.gov/AIS
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