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* Colorado River System Overview

| * Hydrology and System Response
Ag en d a » Policy and Operational Response

* Post-2026 Process Overview and
Status Update
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Operational Setting

 Colorado River system provides water for
over 40 million people in 7 U.S. States, 30
Basin Tribes, and Mexico

» Reservoirs on the river can store nearly 4
years' water supply

* Two largest reservoirs in the system have the
capacity to store ~50 million acre-feet
* Lake Powell — formed by Glen Canyon Dam
 Lake Mead — formed by Hoover Dam

* Several operating agreements that govern
the operation of Lake Powell and Lake Mead
expire at the end of 2026
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Hydrologic Conditions
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System Response
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System Response

Current combined storage of
Lakes Powell and Mead

Photos: Lake Mead nears full capacity in

June 1983 - Las Vegas Review-Journal

Photos: Water Levels in Lake Mead Reach
Record Lows in April 2022 - The Atlantic
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https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2022/05/photos-water-levels-in-lake-mead-record-lows/629900/
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2022/05/photos-water-levels-in-lake-mead-record-lows/629900/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/local/local-las-vegas/remember-when-lake-mead-nears-full-capacity-in-june-1983-photos-2599433/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/local/local-las-vegas/remember-when-lake-mead-nears-full-capacity-in-june-1983-photos-2599433/

Operational Response to
Changing Hydrologic Conditions

Post-2026 Process to
Develop Long-Term
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Minute 319 Pilot Drought

to the 1944 | Pilot System | Response Conservation and
Water Treaty | Conservation | Memo. of Lower Basin Efficiency Programs
with Mexico | Program Understanding 500+ Plan (ongoing)




Post-2026 Process

* Several agreements governing the operation of Lake
Powell and Lake Mead expire at the end of 2026

* The Post-2026 process is intended to develop
successor domestic agreements for operations and
management of major Colorado River reservoirs

« Multi-year NEPA process to be concluded before the
development of the 2027 Annual Operating Plan for
Colorado River Reservoirs (mid-2026)

« Parallel process through the International Boundary
and Water Commission to develop successor
agreements to Minute 323 with Mexico
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Post-2026 Timeline

* June 2022: "Pre-Scoping” notice

* June 2023: Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS
formally initiated the Post-2026 process and
public scoping period

* October 2023: Scoping Summary Report and
Federal Register Notice identified the
Proposed Federal Action and Purpose & Need

 Overall process currently in the alternative
development phase

 Record of Decision planned for mid-2026
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Key Themes from Public Input
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Robust and Adaptive Holistic Approach Alternative Paradigms
Future guidelines should: * Focus on the long-term  Explore alternative
« Support proactive sustainability of both the operational paradigms
management to improve Basin’s population and beyond the current tier-
system stability natural environment based approach

« Withstand a broad range of
future hydrologic conditions

* Minimize system vulnerability
and increase system resiliency
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Post-2026 Proposed Federal Action

“...to adopt specific guidelines for
coordinated reservoir management
strategies to address operations of Lake
Powell and Lake Mead through their
full operating range.”

“...designed to provide for the sustainable management of the Colorado River
system and its resources under a wide range of potential future system conditions
due to a changing climate.”

“The proposed federal action allows for development of robust operating
guidelines for Lake Powell and Lake Mead without precluding upstream or
downstream actions needed to protect critical reservoir elevations at Lake Powell
and Lake Mead ..
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Post-2026 Alternative Development Phase

» Goal of this phase is to develop a broad
range of reasonable alternatives through

collaboration and engagement e
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Performance

» Working closely with several parties to
understand, refine, and analyze proposals

Vulnerability

« Reclamation is also designing alternative(s)
as needed to ensure a broad range

Welcome! This is a flexible, powerful platform designed to enable Colorado River Basin stakeholders and other interested parties to explore operational strategies for
Lake Powell and Lake Mead as part of the Post-2026 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Process. This tool is intended to support early-stage exploration of
operational strategies that may eventually be incorporated into the Post-2026 NEPA alternatives. For more information on this NEPA process, see Colorado River Post-
2026 Operations.

* Maintaining public Web Tool with 300+
stakeholder-developed strategies

For users to successfully engage with the tool, a basic understanding of conceptual and technical context is recommended. Use the following resources to learn about
background, motivation, and how to use the tool:

« Tool 101 tab: tool objectives and brief introduction to the technical framework and tool instructions

« Resource Center tab: extensive supporting information about the technical framework and operational strategy concepts

« Video: Basin and planning context, technical framework and tool synopsis

« Integrated Technical Education Workgroup | Bureau of Reclamation (usbr.gov): recorded educational sessions covering in-depth technical background and tools

Contact Support

* No final determinations have been made
regarding draft EIS alternatives

Operations Exploration Web Tool available at
www.crbpost2026dmdu.org
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http://www.crbpost2026dmdu.org/

Need More Information?

« Post-2026 Project Website: https.//www.usbr.gov/ColoradoRiverBasin/post2026/index.html
« Recordings and presentations from all public webinars

Recordings and presentations from Integrated Technical Education Workgroup sessions

Pre-Scoping and Scoping Summary Reports

All Pre-Scoping and Scoping comments received by Reclamation

Link to the Operations Exploration Web Tool

» Contacts:
 Carly Jerla — Post-2026 Program Manager, cjerla@usbr.gov

* Russ Callejo — Post-2026 Project Manager, rcallejo@usbr.gov

» Kaylee Nelson — Post-2026 Project Coordinator, kdnelson@usbr.gov
* Post-2026 Inbox — crbpost2026@usbr.gov
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