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Regional Water System

Supporting:
• 2.3 million residents
• 41 million annual visitors
• Approx. 600 square miles (metropolitan area)
• $110 billion in Gross Domestic Product
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Las Vegas is the driest metropolitan area in the United States.
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Colorado River Groundwater

90%
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Las Vegas is nearly fully dependent on Colorado River resources and 
extremely susceptible to drought and climate change impacts.



Southern Nevada recycles nearly 
all water used indoors, thereby 
extending the availability of its 
resources.

Return Flows



Severe and sustained drought conditions continue to impact critical 
storage reserves in the Colorado River Basin.
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Southern Nevada has spent decades 
preparing for drought.
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Constructing major facilities and asset 
management

INFRASTRUCTURE

RESOURCE PLANNING
Working with partners & developing 
comprehensive plans to manage supplies

Storing water supplies for the future
WATER BANKING

Incentives, programs, regulation & pricing
CONSERVATION



No new golf courses
Golf course water budgets
Cool to warm season grass
Non-functional grass 
Park improvements

Large Water User Policy
Leak Resolution
Asset Management
Septic Conversion Program 86

GPCD

GRASS
EFFICIENCY

NEW  DEVELOPMENT

GOAL

Cooling Standards
Pool Standards
Limit new grass
Septic Standards

Cooling Rebates
Grass Rebates
Tree Incentives
Tree Canopy Investments

ADAPTATION

Conserving resources is a community effort.



What is non-functional grass?

• Neighborhood entries
• Streetscapes
• Medians
• Roundabouts
• Non-residential applications 

(commercial buildings, office 
parks, etc.)

State law prohibits non-functional grass by 2027.



In 2022, Southern Nevada’s municipalities 
approved ordinances and rules that 
prohibit the installation of new grass 
except in parks, schools and cemeteries.

Intake 3 Elevation: 875 ft.
Intake 3 Elevation: 875 ft.

Intake 3 Elevation: 875 ft. 10

Grass is only permitted in new construction where it can be shared.



Behind irrigation, evaporative cooling 
represents the largest consumptive 
water use.

New buildings constructed in Southern 
Nevada will require only mechanically-
cooled cooling systems.
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New buildings are even more water efficient.



The SNWA offers homeowners money to replace their grass with water-efficient 
native landscapes. The current rebate is $5 per square foot.

Incentives help property owners eliminate water thirsty grass.



Leak Detection Assistance Program

This program helps homeowners offset the cost of 
finding a leak at their property.

The voucher (valued at $250) can be used for leak 
detection services or for the first two hours of service 
work to repair the leak from a SNWA Water Smart 
Plumber.

Available to single-family residential customers who 
have been notified about excessive or ongoing leaks.



Tree Initiatives

Water Smart Landscaping Tree Enhancement Program

• Offers $100 tree bonus for all new tree installations

• To date, 1,242 new trees installed on 382 properties

Urban Forest Partnership (ImpactNV)

• Working with ImpactNV to install 1,000 trees in at-risk 
areas of the community by 2027 
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Nevada’s Colorado River Consumptive Use



Since 2002, Southern Nevada has made significant conservation 
achievements, despite the addition of nearly 900,000 new residents.
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