
Mission: promote informed public dialogue on 

critical water issues in Arizona and the West

 

• non-partisan 

• research & analysis

• historical understanding



•  
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Central Valley, California
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1968



1980 
Groundwater 
Management 
Act

Generally disallows the depletion of fossil groundwater for 
subdivisions (growth)

Mandatory conservation 
requirements

Water distribution system 
losses must remain under 10%

Massive investment in reclaimed 
water and renewable surface 
water supplies

Including significant transfers 
from Yuma-area irrigation 
districts into central Arizona

Agricultural pumping grandfathered into the Act



1986 Underground 
Water Storage & 
Recovery Program

1994 Underground 
Water Storage, Savings 
& Replenishment Act

1996 Arizona Water 
Banking Authority 
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Best 
practices for 
fossil aquifer 
management

• Don’t pump groundwater

• To the extent you pump 
groundwater, try to replenish 
the pumping through aquifer 
recharge

• Build a bank of recharged 
water in your aquifers

• Manage the aquifer as an 
underground reservoir—
bank water there when 
possible, and pull from it 
only when surface water 
supplies are short



Not a 
Resilient 
System



Colorado River water in Central Arizona

•1968
• Central Arizona’s entitlement to 

Colorado River water is junior to 
that of Western Arizona and 
California

• Farms & tribes in Western Arizona & 
California enjoy high priority, more 
secure water supplies



The story of Colorado River 
shortage in Central Arizona is a 
story of groundwater depletion
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The over-allocation of the 
Colorado River system cannot 

be solved on the back of 
central Arizona’s groundwater









Attitude
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