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Nonmember States

ADVANCING WESTERN
PRIORITIES & INTERESTS

CSG west is a 

forum to collaborate

on the critical issues 

affecting our

region.

CSG West Chair 
Representative  Mike Yin
Wyoming

Officers rotate in accordance with the
organization’s rules to ensure bipartisan
governance. 

Northern
Mariana
Islands
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As a champion of excellence in state governance, the Council of State
Governments West (CSG West) provides state legislators and
legislative staff with invaluable opportunities for relationship-building
and professional development. Through a wide range of member-
driven, regionally focused programs and services, CSG West fosters
meaningful conversations and peer-to-peer collaboration, all while
supporting critical state and regional policy initiatives.

Membership is automatic for western legislators and legislative staff,
offering a unique opportunity to engage with peers from across the
region in a nonpartisan environment. This collaborative space allows
members to exchange cross-border knowledge and share lessons
learned on a variety of pressing issues.

Whether tackling region-specific challenges, addressing cross-border
dynamics, or strengthening leadership and consensus-building skills,
CSG West’s programs are tailored to help elected leaders across the
West succeed in their work and drive impactful change in their states.

OUR STORY IS ONE OF
EXCELLENCE &
COMRADERIE
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CSG
NATIONAL

Advance Practice Registered Nurse 
Audiology and Speech-Language
Pathology 
Cosmetology 
Counseling Licensure 
Dentist and Dental Hygienist 
Emergency Medical Services 
Interstate Medical Licensure 
Teacher Mobility
Massage Therapy 
Nurse Licensure 
Occupational Therapy 
Physical Therapy 
Physician Assistant Licensure 
Psychology Interjurisdictional 
Social Work 
Dietitians 
School Psychologists 

CONNECTED TO A
BROAD NETWORK

CENTER FOR
INTERSTATE
COMPACTS

National Conference
Henry Toll Fellowship
20 Under 40 Leadership
Award
Medicaid Policy Academy
Capitol Ideas Magazine
Capitol Ideas Newsletter
State Talk Blog

JUSTICE
CENTER 

CENTER FOR
INNOVATION

Education/Workforce
Development

Apprenticeship Data Alignment &
Performance Technical
Assistance Center (ADAPTAC)
Center for Advancing Policy on
Employment for Youth (CAPE-
Youth)
State Exchange on Employment &
Disability (SEED)

Elections
Overseas Voting Initiative (OVI)
Election Technology Initiative (ETI)

Health
 Long-term Care

Veterans Affairs
Commission on Military and
Veterans Affairs (CMVA)

Corrections
Crisis Response
Economic Mobility
Families
Housing
Juvenile Justice
Law Enforcement
Mental Health
Reentry
Substance Abuse
Victims

CSG WEST 
PROGRAMS & RESOURCES

Policy Events:
Annual ﻿Meeting
Border Legislative
Conference
Colorado River Forum
Legislative Council on River
Governance

Professional Development:
Western Legislative Academy
Legislative Service Agency &
Research Directors Training
Academy
Leadership Excellence for
Nonpartisan Staff 
Westrain

Policy Committees
Agriculture & Water
Education & Workforce
Development
Energy & The Grid
Health & Human Services
Housing
Technology & The Future of
Work
Westrends
Wildfires & Disaster
Preparedness

News & Resources
Regional Roundup E-
newsletter
Social Media

AFFILIATES

American Probation and Parole
Association
Association of Air Pollution
Control Agencies
Cannabis Regulators Association
Military Interstate Children’s
Compact Commission
National Association of State
Facilities Administrators
National Association of State
Personnel Executives
National Association of State
Technology Directors
National Emergency
Management Association
National Hispanic Caucus of
State Legislators
State International Development
Organizations
Women In Government
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CSG Justice Center

CSG West

CSG National Center for
Interstate Compacts

CSG Center for Innovation

CSG National

CSG Affiliates

Working wiith states on evaluation and
forward thinking plans for criminal justice

Focused on Western priorities and your
gateway to all CSG offers

Agreeing on mutual interests

Highlighting what’s happening across the
states.

A voice for state interests and platform
for success across the three branches 

Specializing in state areas of need
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Annual Meeting
Jackson, Wyoming
Sept. 16-19, 2025
Innovating at New Heights

EV
EN

TS

The Wyoming Host Committee invites you to find camaraderie, explore
innovative approaches to advancing your legislative priorities, and
expand your network of experts and peers—all while enjoying a dynamic
environment in the incredible town of Jackson, Wyoming this Fall. 

CSG West events and programs are shaped by members, ensuring they
reflect the priorities and needs of the region. All state legislators are
invited and encouraged to attend meetings that align with their
interests. For more information or any questions, please email us at
csgw@csg.org.

Outdoor Recreation Energy Wildfires

2025 Areas of special Focus

Housing

Scan 
here to
learn
more!
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Western issues that span state boundaries are
uniquely complex, requiring collaborative
solutions to ensure the long-term success and
sustainability of our interconnected region.
Critical priorities—such as water, energy, and
the economy—demand ongoing dialogue and
collaboration across state lines. CSG West
serves as the key forum where legislators come
together to lead on these pressing issues,
fostering collaboration and driving solutions
that benefit the entire region.

Collaborating
on the Critical
Issues That
Impact The
West

Colorado River
Forum 
(CRF)

Legislative Council
on River Governance
(LCRG)

Border Legislative
Conference 
(BLC)

Santa Fe, New Mexico
Dates TBD

Idaho
Dates TBD

Sonora, Mexico
Dates TBD

Addressing pressing
challenges and opportunities
of this vital river system.

Convening Columbia and
Snake River Basin states to
collaborate on key issues.

Strengthening bilateral
cooperation between the U.S.
and Mexico.
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Being a legislator is a uniquely challenging
responsibility. Legislators look to CSG West to
provide pertinent, unbiased information and
capacity building to help them address
complex issues facing their states and the
region at large.

Building on decades of service and member
insights, CSG West provides premier training
for rising legislative leaders in the areas of
civility, communication, negotiation, stakeholder
engagement, and more.

Developing
Leaders for
Effective
Governing

Western Legislative
Academy (WLA)

Dec. 16-19, 2025
Colorado Springs, CO

Training 52 rising leaders
from across the West. This
competitive program is open
legislators in their first four
years of cumulative service.

Wyoming Representative 
Karlee Provenza, 2023 Class President

Click here to see if you are
eligible to apply for WLA!

Applications can be found
online and are due May 1.
Questions? Email Will Keyse,
Professional Development
Manager at wkeyse@csg.org.

“The WLA was just the motivation and training I
needed to up my game as a public servant for my
communities. I learned how to more effectively build
relationships with my colleagues in Wyoming and
across the West – a skill that will ensure that my
district gets the most of my time as their
Representative. The relationships I fostered at CSG
have already made me a better leader and I look
forward to building a brighter future for all of our
constituents together.”
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Effective governance requires a robust network
of resources, training, and support to function
efficiently, effectively, and productively. 

Through CSG West, legislators and staff gain
the resources they need to excel in their roles,
discovering innovative solutions, best practices,
and proven strategies. CSG West is dedicated
to advancing excellence in state legislatures,
fostering an environment where effective
governance thrives.

For all professional development programs, email
Will Keyse, Professional Development Manager at
wkeyse@csg.org.

Strengthening
Legislative
Insitutions

Legislative Service
Agency and
Research Directors
(LSA/RD) Committee

Leadership
Excellence for
Nonpartisan Staff

Oct 6-8 , 2025 
Coeur d'Alene, ID
 

Virtual
Dates TBD

By request of Legislative
Leadership

A collaborative network for
staff leaders to share
innovations and solutions,

A six-week virtual training for
rising legislative staffers on
leadership topics.

Civility, consensus building, goal
setting, and communications are a
few of the topics offered to states.

Westrain: In-State
Professional
Development
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POLICY COMMITTEES
CSG West policy committees serve as dynamic forums for exchanging ideas and
fostering collaborative learning on critical regional issues. Under the coordination of
committee co-chairs, these committees bring together members and subject-matter
experts to engage in thoughtful discussions on specific policy challenges and
explore innovative, cooperative solutions. 

AGRICULTURE &
WATER

HEALTH & 
HUMAN SERVICES

EDUCATION &
WORKFORCE

DEVELOPMENT

HOUSING

ENERGY & 
THE GRID

TECHNOLOGY &
THE FUTURE OF

WORK

WILDFIRES & 
DISASTER

PREPAREDNESS
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Interested in joining a policy committee?
Appointments are made by legislative leadership.

For more information, please contact
westpolicy@csg.org.



WE ARE 
HERE FOR 
YOU!

1130 K St. Suite 320
Sacramento, CA 95814

CONTACT US

CSG West acts as an extension of legislative
staff, providing expert research, analysis, and
access to valuable resources. If you need
assistance, please don't hesitate to reach out
to us at csgw@csg.org.

Your CSG West Team Liaison is here to support
you and connect you with all the resources
available through CSG.

Feel free to email us anytime or schedule a
chat to explore how we can best support your
needs.

916-553-4423

csgw@csg.org

www.csgwest.org
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CSG West director
Edgar Ruiz
eruiz@csg.org



CSG WEST
ANNUAL
MEETING

ELEVATE
YOUR POLICY
EXPERTISE
AND EXPAND
YOUR
NETWORK!

INNOVATING
AT NEW

HEIGHTS!

SEPT.  16-19,  2025
J A C K S O N ,  W Y O M I N G

Register today
before rooms

sell out!

Strengthen connections, explore
innovative strategies for your
legislative initiatives, expand your
expert network, and enjoy the
journey while doing so!

Scan 
here to

learn more!


