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Article I. Name

The name of this program will be The Council of State Governments West (CSG West) Colorado River
Forum (CRF).

Article Il. Mission

The mission of the CRF is to serve as a bipartisan mechanism of collaboration and engagement among
state legislators of the Colorado River Basin. The CRF will foster the exchange of information, learning,
multi-state problem-solving and promote the diverse interests and sustainability of the Colorado River
Basin. Moreover, the CRF will engage with relevant federal, state, local and regional entities, as well as
nongovernment stakeholders.

Article lll. Membership

A.

The CRF will be comprised of state legislators from the upper basin states of Wyoming, Utah,
Colorado, and New Mexico; the lower basin states of Arizona, California, and Nevada; and the
Mexican states of Baja California and Sonora.

. Each state’s delegation shall consist of four (4) voting members - two from each legislative chamber.

Appointments will be made by the appointing authorities in each legislative chamber. Any number of
additional non-voting members may be appointed.

The Mexican states of Baja California and Sonora shall each have two (2) legislators appointed by
their respective appointing authorities. These members shall be non-voting representatives whose
engagement is aimed at promoting dialogue and understanding of the bilateral implications of the
management of the Colorado River Basin.

The process for appointments to each state’s delegation shall be determined by the appointing
authorities in each state’s respective legislative chambers. The appointing authorities will also
determine the process for the selection of alternate members in the event of an appointed member’s
absence.

The responsibilities of appointed members include, but are not limited to, representing their
respective state legislative bodies at CRF meetings, casting votes on business matters, and
advocating, educating, and informing others about the actions and activities of the program.
Members will maintain legislators and other key stakeholders in their respective states informed of
any policy positions or declarations of the CRF.
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Article IV. Co-Chairs: Eligibility, Selection and Removal

A.

The co-chairs must be incumbent legislators and appointed voting members of the CRF. One co-chair
will be from the upper basin and one co-chair will be from the lower basin of the Colorado River
system.

. The co-chairs will rotate among the member jurisdictions. When the co-chair positions rotate to a

member state, that state’s delegation shall make its nomination for the consideration of the
membership.

With prior reasonable written notice and an opportunity to be heard, a co-chair may be removed from
office by a two-thirds vote of the membership (18). Quorum rules in Article VII apply.

If a co-chair is removed, a new co-chair shall be nominated by the delegation from the same member
state.

Article V. Co-Chairs: Powers and Duties

A.

The co-chairs will provide leadership and guidance of the CRF. This includes the development of a
process to identify annual objectives and priorities consistent with the mission of the program.

. The co-chairs shall call and preside over all meetings.

The co-chairs shall assign responsibilities to CSG West staff as appropriate.

The term of the co-chairs is one year, commencing at the conclusion of the CRF annual meeting. If
the co-chairs cannot complete his or her term, a new co-chair from the same state shall be nominated
by that state’s delegation to complete the term.

Upon the approval of the CSG West Executive Committee, the co-chairs may serve on the CSG West
Executive Committee during their tenure as co-chairs. They will report to the Executive Committee as
needed on the activities and progress of the program.

Article VI. Task Forces

A.

The members may establish task forces in substantive areas of continuing interest to the member
states or to provide a specific focus.

. The purpose and scope of such task forces shall be determined by the co-chairs.

. The members and leadership of task forces shall be determined by the co-chairs, in consultation with

the general membership.
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All task forces shall report to the membership at such times as may be determined by the co-chairs.
Any recommendations generated by a task force are subject to the approval of the membership.

All task forces created pursuant to this Article are subject to dissolution at any time by the co-chairs.

Article VII. Voting and Quorum

A.

C.

A quorum is required for a vote on any action, motion, resolution, or policy statements. A quorum is
two (2) voting members from each member jurisdiction, for a total of fourteen (14) members.

Members shall attempt to reach consensus on any action, motion, resolution, or policy statement. If
consensus cannot be achieved, the membership will adopt its positions by a two-thirds majority of
members present and voting.

A roll call vote may be requested by any voting member.

Article VIII. Policy Positions and Resolutions

A.

B.

Policy positions or resolutions may be proposed only by a member or group of members of the CRF.

Members must present proposed policy statements or actions for the consideration of the members
no later than 45-days prior to a scheduled business meeting. The proposals must be submitted in
writing to the co-chairs and CSG West staff. A proposed resolution or action presented within the 45-
day deadline can be considered by the membership only upon the unanimous consent of members
present and voting.

. All proposed resolutions or statements purporting to be the policy or position of the CRF will be

considered in accordance with the quorum and voting rules herein. Recommendations by any task
force are to be considered only recommendations of the task force and not an official position of the
CRF.

Members who abstained or dissented an adopted resolution or policy statement may submit a
minority report. One-quarter of the abstaining or dissenting membership is required for a minority
report.

Article IX. State Staff Coordination

A.

Each delegation shall designate staff from their respective states to serve as conduits to CSG West
staff. The state staff will assist CSG West staff in communicating with members, disseminating
information, and, when appropriate, assist in the planning of meetings.
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Article X. CSG West Staff Support

A.

CSG West will administer and provide staff support to the CRF. This includes planning and staffing
meetings; budgeting; coordinating communication among members; responding to member and staff
requests for information; maintaining records of meetings and official communications; and executing
decisions of the membership.

Article XI. Meetings and Events

A.

The CRF will meet at least once during a calendar year and at such times as the co-chairs, in
consultation with the membership, may determine. Attendance will be in-person or by electronic
means as authorized by the co-chairs. Members must be notified of a scheduled meeting at least sixty
days in advance, except for meetings to consider rapidly developing issues as determined by the co-
chairs.

. The location of the meetings will rotate among the seven Colorado River Basin states, alternating

between lower and upper basin states.

Unless otherwise determined by the co-chairs, CRF meetings and events will be open to interested
federal, state and local policymakers, their staff, agency officials and other stakeholders.

Article Xll. Rules: Adoption, Amendment, Repeal and Suspension

A.

The CRF Rules and any amendments thereto may be adopted, altered, amended, added to, or
repealed at any CRF meeting provided that a notice of such amendment is filed with the co-chairs and
CSG West staff at least forty-five (45) days prior a business meeting. Upon receipt of a copy of the
proposed amendments, CSG West staff will forward copies thereof to the members.

CRF Rules may be amended or repealed pursuant to the quorum and voting requirements pursuant to
Article VII. The Rules shall not be suspended at any time, except by unanimous consent of the
membership.



