(@ GRIDUNITED

The 3 Ps of Transmission
in the West

CSG West
July 2026




About Grid United
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GRID UNITED

Grid United is an independent transmission
company developing next-generation energy
infrastructure to create a more resilient and
efficient electric system to the benefit of all
consumers.

We develop interregional, utility-scale
transmission lines that will:

Enhance grid resilience nationwide

Deliver long-term economic benefits
to communities

oy Reliably provide electricity to
ﬁ-}/ consumers
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North Plains Connector

North Plains Connector is a 420-mile, up-to-525-kilovolt, HVYDC
transmission line connecting the eastern and western electric grids
in Montana and North Dakota.
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Highlights:
First HVDC transmission connection between three regional U.S. markets
Signed joint development agreement with ALLETE, and MOUs with Avista
Corporation, Berkshire Hathaway Energy, MDU Resources, NorthWestern

Energy, Portland General Electric, Puget Sound Energy, and Minnkota
Power Cooperative for ownership of the line (see figure, right)

Pre-Construction starting in 2027. Construction in 2028. Project
operational as early as 2032.
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North Plains Connector Utility Consortium

In March 2024, Grid United entered
into a Capacity Reservation
Agreement with Hitachi to reserve
manufacturing capacity for HYDC
equipment to be deployed on NPC.
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The 3 Ps of transmission @)

Planning
» Deciding where, when, and why new
transmission is needed

Permitting
» The siting and approval process across federal,
state, local, and sometimes tribal jurisdictions

Paying

» How costs are allocated and recovered

Let's examine planning, permitting and paying for transmission in the West



Planning

In the West...

Today, there is no coordinated transmission planning
across the entire Western Interconnection.

Organizations like NorthernGrid, WestConnect and

CAISO conduct planning processes within their regions.

Integrated Resource Plans (IRPs) are the primary
planning tool of utilities but typically only examine their
own balancing authority or region.

As a result, "seams" exist. States on the edge of the
interconnection have an additional challenge.

Market expansion is changing the transmission
landscape in real time.
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Planning

A few best practices observed:

Western Power Pool's WestTEC process. 11 Governors endorsed in June
2026.

Scenarios of projects outside CAISO's immediate footprint being
included in their Transmission Planning Process (Sunzia, TransWest,
SWIP N).

Wyoming SF0102 - requires the Wyoming Energy Authority to complete
a two-phase transmission planning study to assess the state’s electricity

transmission system and future needs.

Recommendations:

Consider if a transmission needs study is right for your state.

Is your state participating in public stakeholder processes at the ISO or
RTO level? Are you aware of how market expansion will impact your utility
and district?

Become comfortable with your IRP filing schedule.

Can states help convene the right organizations for better planning
across boundaries?

GRID UNITED

S WestTEC

.. POWERED BY WPP

WEST-WIDE
TRANSMISSION
STUDY

10-YEAR HORIZON REPORT

Western Transmission Expansion Coalition February 2026

s OPP 43 CAISO

Powering Progress
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Permitting &U

GRID UNITED
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the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

* Tribal Consultation (Sovereign Government to U.S.
Government) through Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act.

* Species concerns, analyzed under Section 7 of
the Endangered Species Act.

W Bureau of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Land Management

I Bureau of Reclamation

B Department of Defense

W Fish and Wildlife Service

W Forest Service
I National | Park Service
W Tennessee Valley Authority

* Wildfire considerations are of increased
importance relative to the rest of the country

*  Wetlands and waterbodies; US Army Corps of
Engineers
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Permitting

Some recent examples of success:

North Plains Connector- Montana DEQ's syncing of MFSA/MEPA
process with federal NEPA review.

Wyoming Intertie- Wyoming counties and state agencies participating
in the Department of Energy's Coordinated Interagency Transmission
Authorizations and Permits program or "CITAP".

Western Governors' Transmission Permitting Alignment and
Coordination Task Force (PACT), launched June 2026.

Recommendations:

Examine state and local siting processes to see where efficiencies
can be gained.

Advocate for local stakeholders to participate in concurrent
processes. State leads can be a source of continuity up (federal) and
down (local).

Encourage developers to engage early (earlier than they think!) and
across the full breadth of stakeholders.

GRID UNITED

s State of Montana Newsroom

DEQ Requests Comment on North Plains
Connector Project

Department of Environmental Quality
January 09 2026

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) today announced the period for public commentonthe
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the North Plains Connector Project. The comment period is
open until February 23, 2026.

The Draft EISfor the North Plains Connector Projectanalyzes potential environmental impacts from the
project. North Plains Connectoris a proposed 525 kilovolt (kV), high-voltage direct-current (HVDC) overhead
transmission line that would provide 3,000 megawatts (MW) connecting the Western grid to Eastern states.

As proposed, the North Plains Connector Project extends approximately 420 miles near Colstrip, Mont., to two
end points in North Dakotao: one near Center, N.D., and the other near St. Anthony, N.D. The proposed project
would alsoneed to receive a Major Facility Siting Act Certificate of Compliance from Montana DEQ before
construction beginsin Montana.

DEQ is seeking substantive public comments on the Draft EIS for the North Plains Connector Project. A
substantive comment is relevant, fact-based, and specific and may offer insight, analysis, or constructive
feedback on the draft document.

Written comments can be mailed or emailed to DEQ or delivered atpublic meetings on Jan. 27 and Feb. 3 from 5-7
p.m. The firstof the meetings will be in-personat Custer County Event Centerin Miles City and the

second meeting will be virtual. Interested parties are invited to participate in the public meeting to learn more
obout the NPC project and DEQ's environmental review process, as well as submit substantive written comments
on the Draft EIS.

To read the Draft EIS for the North Plains Connector Projector learn how to submita comment visit DEQ's
website.




Paying
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GRID UNITED

In the West...

* The lack of coordinated planning leads to few, if any,
standardized cost-allocation frameworks.

* Much of the transmission is jointly funded by neighboring
utilities and recovered through rates based on share of
project. Risk is not always equally borne.

» Utilities finance projects individually, or as a part of a
consortium, having to bear financing and carrying costs.

* Without organized markets, the value of transmission is
hard to quantify.

* Deferred capital projects are showing in customer's rates.

Utility Bills in the News

As utility bills grew throughout the year, the media took notice, elevating the issue from an energy story

to a political discussion.

Ehe New Jork Times

“The New Price of Eggs.’ The Political
Shocks of Data Centers and Electric Bills
December 3, 2025

Why the Price of Electricity is Spiking
Around the Country

October 30, 2045

CBS Nows

Sauring clectricity bills are squeezing houscholds =
wtilithes seck highber pates
October 17. 2023

The Tiall Sereet Jarael

Be Prepared to Keep Paying More for Electricity
December 29, J025

The Daity Mall

El WP plot 142% bill hike
despite increasing risk of blackouts

July 13, 2026

FINANCIAL TIMES \
US weiities plot big rise muacvmymaasswam;‘

| Gamand booms
| July 10, 2025
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Bloombuwrg
Eloctric Bills in US Set to Rise as Utility Requests for
Rate Hikes Double

Sy 10, 2025

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Voters' anges at high electeiity bitfs and data centers looms
over 2026 mudtesms

Novomber 8. 2025

'
The Backlash to High Electric Bills Could
Transform U.S. Politics

August 27, 2025

NPR
Electricity prices are soaring. What's going on?
Ausgust 20, 2028

Your electric bill has replaced the price at the
pump ax the hot-button, political bellweth,

Judy 10, 2025

Page 11 from Powerlines' 2025 Utility Bills are Rising Review
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Paying

A few best practices observed:

Montana Department of Commerce - partnered with Grid United on two federal
grant programs.

Financing - the ldaho Energy Resources Authority, created by the Idaho Energy
Resources Authority Act, participates in planning, financing, constructing,
developing, acquiring, maintaining and operating electric generation and
transmission facilities and supporting infrastructure.

In June, western state regulators and transmission siting officials known as the
CREPC Order 1920 committee, submitted cost allocation proposals to FERC.

Quantifying the value of transmission in the market through frameworks like
Capacity Accreditation.

Recommendations:

Education on rates!

Analyze if your state energy employees are well situated to partner with
transmission developers, win existing federal funding.

Consider public financing mechanisms, especially if you have consumer owned /
public power entities needing to complete capital projects.

Support efforts to value transmission at utility commissions, the organized markets
and FERC.

GRID UNITED

Gov. Gianforte Celebrates $700 Million
Investment in Affordable, Reliable Energy

Gov. Gianforte speaks at the North Plains Connector Interregional Innovation site with Colstrip Mayor John
Williams.
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Takeaways

GRID UNITED

In the West...

 Cooperation among states is needed to overcome
obstacles associated with the lack of coordinated planning.
Action is key to leveraging existing efforts.

e States can lead on permitting using the tools that exist,
even in on projects with a federal nexus.

X} WESTERN
( \M GOVERNORS

* Innovation in paying for transmission can lead to great
improvements in affordability and reliability for the western
grid.

« State energy offices, transmission authorities,
employees and leaders can play a pivotal role across the 3
Ps of transmission.
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