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Preserving Agriculture in Utah-
Protecting Our Way of Life

Jim Bowcutt
Utah Department of Agriculture and food
Director, Conservation Division

Department of
Agriculture and Food



Top commodities in Utah
Cattle and calves

Dairy products

Hay (grass/alfalfa)

Poultry & eggs

Other livestock (sheep, elk, pigs, etc.)
Small grains and corn

Tart cherries (second largest
producer in the U.S.




Economic Impacts of Utah Agriculture
478,247 Jobs

[

® $26.8 Billion in Wages
e $11.2 Billion in Taxes
e $1.2 Billion in Exports

Total Output: $98.7 Billion

feedingtheeconomy.com




Agriculture is a part of who we are here in the State of Utah




Some Startling Statistics

Utah Farmland (Acres)
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Since 1960, Utah has lost 2.7 million acres or 13,000,000
roughly 19.9% of our state’s farmland. 30% of
our irrigated farmland has been developed in
the last 30 years alone.
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Population Growth in Utah

Utah Population Growth and Projections (2000-2060)

® AsofJuly1,2024, Utah’s population reached 3.5M.

wn
wn

w
o

® Projections estimate a population of 5.7M by 2060.
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® Net migration has become the primary driver of
growth, surpassing births.
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Kem C. Gardner Institute




Agriculture and M&I Depletion

Jordan River

Bear River Basin
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN UTAH

Percent self-sufficient today

Per entin 2050
(wit production)

Grain Protein Fruit




So, what do we do?




Utah Department of Agriculture and Food
Strategic Plan 2024

Goal 3: Protect and enhance land used for the
agricultural industry.

Objective 3.1 Preserve Utah’s agricultural land.
Objective 3.2 Protect Utah’s public grazing land.

Objective 3.3 Enhance Utah’s lands used for agricultural
production.




Conservation Easements

The Purpose of an agricultural easement is to protect farmland in
perpetuity to provide food and fiber for our growing population.

* Voluntary, Incentive Based:
o  Willing buyer, willing seller.
O Landowner is compensated for fair market of the
easement, based on a qualified before/after appraisal.
O Landowner remains owner & manager.
* Flexible:
O Land must remain in agriculture, but day to day
management is up to the landowner;
O Able to adapt to changing environmental or market
conditions.
o  Sell, mortgage, lease.
% Perpetual: Runs with the land, binding on all future owners,
forever.
O  Qualifies for tax deduction, cash at closing, estate &
inheritance tax relief.




® Establishedin 1999 to develop conservation
easements focused on the preservation of agriculture
and open space.

® In 2022 It was moved to the Department of Agriculture
and Food to focus specifically on the preservation of
working farms and ranches

® Ongoing funding ($1 million) awarded to the program.

® Since 1999:
O 105,623 acres protected
o $29 millionin state funding
o $201 millionin partner funding
o0  T7:1fundingratio




House Bill 237 (2025 Session)

® Requires counties to retain 100% of rollback tax
collections for local land conservation projects.
Projected up to $40M annually, statewide.

e Empowers counties to create or expand local
conservation programs, and partner with land trusts
or UDAF to implement easements in their areas.

® Directs the unused rollback tax revenue to the
LeRay McAllister Working Farm and Ranch Fund
after 10 years.




Agricultural Protection Areas

6.

Protection from nuisance laws
Zoning stability

Protection from unreasonable
restrictions

Eminent domain limitations
State development project
restrictions

Disclosure for new developments




Succession Planning Workshops

The age of an agricultural producer
in Utah is 56.6 years old.

What is going to happen to the farm
when the farmer/rancher retire?




“Agriculture is our wisest pursuit,
because it will in the end contribute
most to real wealth, good morals,
and happiness.”

-Thomas Jefferson
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Jim Bowcutt

Utah Department of Agriculture and Food
435-232-4017
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