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CSG West Legislative Council on River Governance 
Ontario, Oregon 

August 24-26, 2026 
 

Meeting Location 
Treasure Valley Community College & Four Rivers Cultural Center 

676 SW 5th Ave, Ontario, OR 97914 
 

Note: The LCRG meeting will convene within the Eastern Oregon Economic Summit 
 

AGENDA 
 
(OPTIONAL) Sunday, August 23 
 
All Day   Arrival of Attendees  
 
6:00 pm  (OPTIONAL) Dinner for Those Attending Policy Tour 

Location: Romio’s Pizza and Pasta 
375 S Oregon St  
Ontario, OR 97914 

Monday, August 24 
 
6:30 am  (Breakfast on Own) 
 
7:00 am  Registration Opens  
 
7:30 am   Tour Bus Boarding Begins 

The bus will depart promptly at 8:00 am from the Four Rivers Cultural 
Center 

 
8:00 am - 3:30 pm Working Waters Tour: From Source to System  

This tour offers a behind-the-scenes look at the infrastructure that 
keeps water moving across Eastern Oregon. Participants will visit a 
dam, pumping station, and local irrigation operations to see how 
water is stored, managed, and delivered in real time. Along the way, 
experts will share how these interconnected systems support 
agriculture, communities, and regional economies. This tour 
highlights the coordination and investment required to keep a working 
water system functioning effectively.  
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5:00 pm  Evening Dinner & Reception  
   Location: Four Rivers Cultural Center 
 
Tuesday, August 25 
 
7:00 am  Breakfast & Registration Opens 
 
8:00 am  Welcome to Eastern Oregon Economic Summit & CSG West 
    Legislative Council on River Governance  

• Representative Bobby Levy 
Chair, CSG West LCRG  
 

8:10 am   Welcome Address  
• US Congressman Cliff Bentz  

Oregon Congressional District 2 
 
8:30 am   Water & Energy – OPENING SPEAKER  

• Adam Ratliff  
Armchair Engineer 

 
8:55 am  Making Water Work: Sustaining Agriculture in a Changing Climate 

Water is the foundation of Eastern Oregon’s agricultural economy and 
the communities it supports. Panelists will discuss how thoughtful 
stewardship, innovation, and regional coordination can help 
agriculture thrive in an increasingly drought-prone climate while 
ensuring reliable water systems for generations to come. 

• Harmony Burright  
Moderator, Oregon Joint Water Caucus  

• Clancy Flynn  
Owyhee Irrigation District, District Manager 

• Ron Jacobs  
Malheur County Commissioner  

• Uday Sekaran  
OSU College of Ag Sciences, Assistant Professor 
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9:45 am  LCRG Session – Bonneville Power Administration Energy Update 
The Bonneville Power Administration is responsible for delivering 
hydropower energy to communities throughout the Columbia and 
Snake River Basin. This session will cover BPA's role in the Columbia 
River Basin and how drought and rising energy demand are affecting 
power generation. 

• Tony Norris 
Bonneville Power Administration, Operations Research Analyst 

• Milli Channell 
Bonneville Power Administration, Operations Research Analyst 
 

10:45 am  Break 
 
11:00 am LCRG Session – Columbia and Snake River Fisheries and Stream 

Bed Restoration 
Fisheries across the Columbia and Snake River Basin connect 
communities. This session explores streambed restoration, fishery 
health, and multi-state coalition-building, drawing on real-world 
experience and practical funding insights. The session will also cover 
strategies for regional collaboration that benefit ecosystems, 
agriculture, and recreation alike. 

• Senator Mike Cuffe 
Montana State Senate 

 
12:45 pm   Lunch  
   Location: Four Rivers Cultural Center 

 
Afternoon Breakout Session  
Please note that all afternoon breakout sessions will take place in the 
Treasure Valley Community College Science Building. Following the 
morning program, attendees will transition to the Science Building for 
the remainder of the Summit’s panel discussions and breakout 
sessions. Please follow event signage and staff directions. 

 
1:30 pm   Beyond the Pipeline: Investing in the Future of Water 

Ensuring a resilient water future requires more than maintaining 
existing infrastructure—it demands innovative investments, strong 
partnerships, and forward-thinking solutions. This panel will explore 
how financing programs and emerging technologies are helping 
communities strengthen water systems and prepare for future 
challenges. Panelists will discuss initiatives ranging from well and 
septic replacement to cloud seeding, highlighting the diverse 
approaches being used to protect and enhance one of Eastern 
Oregon’s most valuable resources.  

• Mark Owens 
Moderator, Oregon State Legislature  
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• Tawny Reader 
Craft3, Director 

• Max Jones 
Rainmaker, Head of Government & Business Affairs, American 
West 

• Camille Touton 
Rainmaker 

 
2:30 pm Powering the Future: Energy Development in Eastern Oregon 
 As Oregon works to meet growing energy demand and ambitious 

clean energy goals, new technologies and projects are reshaping the 
region’s energy landscape. This panel brings together developers 
working in hydrogen, solar, and battery storage to discuss the 
opportunities and realities of bringing large-scale energy projects to 
Eastern Oregon. Panelists will share what attracts investment to rural 
communities, the challenges of permitting and development, and 
how these projects can contribute to job creation, grid reliability, and 
long-term economic growth. 

• Dan Dorran 
Moderator, Umatilla County Commissioner 

• Matthew Tynski 
Eldon Land Supply, CEO 

• Ryan Sheehy 
Verde Light Community Solar, CEO 

• Lindsay Dudfield 
HiTech Minerals, Executive Director 

 
3:30 pm   Adjourn for the Day  
 
Wednesday, August 26 
 
7:30 am  (Breakfast on Own) 
 
8:30 am   LCRG Session - Data Center Development and Water Usage 

This session will cover how data center development is progressing 
throughout the Columbia and Snake River Basin and the water usage 
of data centers. 

• Khara Boender 
Data Center Coalition Director, Government Affairs-West 
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10:00 am  LCRG Session - Aquatic Invasive Species Update 
The Columbia and Snake Rivers are at risk of invasion by aquatic 
invasive species, especially invasive mussel species. Speakers will 
provide an update on the steps states are currently taking and need to 
take to prevent and eliminate invasive mussel species in the 
Columbia and Snake Rivers. 

• Heidi McMaster 
US Bureau of Reclamation, Natural and Cultural Resources 
Division, Integrated Pest Management and Invasive Species 
Program Coordinator  

• Josh Emmerson 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, Ballast Water 
Program Coordinator  

• Keith DeHart 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife, Invasive Species Wildlife Integrity 
Coordinator 

• Thomas Woolf 
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, Aquatic 
Invasive Species Bureau Chief 

• Justin Bush 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Aquatic Invasive 
Species Policy Coordinator 

 
11:30 am   LCRG Business 
   Rotation of Chair 
   Staff Report 
 
Noon    Adjourn  
  


