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THE 21" CENTURY IS THE ERA
OF LIMITS MADE APPLICABLE
TO WATER DECISION MAKING.
DUE TO NATURAL WESTERN
WATER SCARCITY, WE ARE
NO LONGER DEVELOPING A
RESOURCE. INSTEAD, WE ARE
LEARNING HOW TO SHARE A
DEVELOPED RESOURCE.

— GREGORY J. HOBBS
Faormer Coloraodo Supreme
Court Justice
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ARTICLE 75
Interbasin Compacts
37-75-101. Short title. THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY
BE CITED AS THE "COLORADO WATER FOR THE 218T CENTURY ACT".

YAMPA/WHITE/GREEN

37-75-102. Legislative declaration. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
SOUTH PLATTE
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HEREBY DECLARES THAT IT IS THE POLICY OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

10 THAT ALL AREAS OF THE STATE MUST COOPERATE TO ENSURE AN

L ]
11 ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF WATER TO EQUITABLY MEET THE NEEDS OF PRESENT COLORADO \METRO/
/
12 AND FUTURE GENERATIONS. IN ORDER TO MEET SUCH NEEDS FOR ALL <
-2- HBO05-1177
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COLORADANS, TO REMOVE CAUSES OF PRESENT AND FUTURE
CONTROVERSIES, TO SUPPORT COLORADO'S AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY AND
RURAL CULTURE, TO PROTECT COLORADO'S NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, TO
SUPPLY COLORADO'S GROWING POPULATIONS, TOCULTIVATE THE STATE'S
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND TO FOSTER THE BENEFICIAL USE OF THE
STATE'S COMPACT ENTITLEMENTS, IT IS FURTHER DECLARED TO BE THE
POLICY OF THE STATE OF COLORADO THAT RIVER BASINS AND SUB-BASINS

SHOULD NEGOTIATE AGREEMENTS REGARDING THE EQUITABLE USEOF THE
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STATE'S WATERS, INCLUDING TERMS AND CONDITIONS TOMITIGATE WATER
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TRANSFERS. THIS ARTICLE CREATES THE INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

e
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WITHIN WHICH SUCH AGREEMENTS CAN BE NEGOTIATED.
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January 2, 2024
Colorado Department of Agriculture

Agricultural Water Policy Advisor




Job Description:

e This position focuses on water policy and research, lead in outreach and
technical assistance, and represent the department on various working
groups and public discussions around agricultural water.

1. Educational Institution 5. Conservancy and Conservation Districts
2. CSU Cooperative Extension 6. Agricultural Organizations

3. Colorado Water Center /. Water Policy Organizations

4. NRCS 8. Conservation groups
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Colorado Water Plan

2.1 Expand ag water conservation, education and peer-to-peer programs that
enhance innovation

2.2 Integrate capacity building efforts to support agriculture

2.3 Expand the scale of collaborative water sharing agreements

2.4 Streamline collaborative water sharing agreements

2.5 Support the integration of robust agriculture into local government planning
2.6 Assess the economic opportunities of avoided buy and dry to communities, ecosystems and
recreation

2.7 Engage federal and state partners to streamline assistance for groundwater dependent
regions

2.8 Streamline agricultural infrastructure funding

2.9 Assess agricultural impacts and best water practices for water quality protection

2.10 Integrate soil health, water conservation, and adaptive practices that increase economic
outputs with less water




COLORADO
WATER PLAN
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COLORADO

1. Minimize Buy and Dry

2. Promote the Ecosystem Benefits of
Agriculture

3. Implement Conservation Easements to

Protect Agricultural Land

4.Recognize Irrigated Agriculture and

Energy Nexus

' 5.Expand Market Pathways for Producers
LWEeEwrty M 6. Elevate Agriculture in Urban Planning
W8 7. Invest in Agriculture Career and

_earning Opportunities

8. Promote Drought Resiliency

9.lnvest in Innovative Infrastructure and
Technology

10.Explore Funding Opportunities
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Agriculture Water Quality
Agricultural Stewardship Tax Credit
Animal Health

Biological Control

Climate Resilience Grants
Colorado Soil Health Program
Conservation Board

Energy

Markets

Loan Program




% On going research in the production of less thirsty crops
* Alternative forage crops (sainfoin)
« Black Eye Pea production
 Rye Resurgence Project

« Camelina for bio jet fuel

¢ Trainings on managing irrigation
 TAP (Testing Ag Performance Solutions)

* Colorado Master Irrigator Trainings (32 hr)
« CSU Online Courses

* Infrastructure Improvements
« Canal lining

* Piping

« Diversion measuring devices




Legislation
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HB26-1230: Extend Conservation Qaseﬁ)ent Tax Credlt / / /

HB26-1340: Revegetate or Dry Farm Forgfally Irrlgated Land / / iisi

HB26-064: Modify Colorado Agricultur7l uture Loan P:!?m’m F1 L7 .
b

SB25-040: The Future of Severance Taxes and Water, Fu
SB24-197 & HB16-1228: Ag Water. Protectlon Water R" jh
SB23-295: Colorado RiverTask | Force it/
SB22-028: Groundwater Compact f ompllance Fund i TI¢/
HB21-1043: Create Agricultural DrougM and’ Cllm/dte Resmfey7é Ofyce // /
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2024 Food Dollar marketing bill for all food

r Farm share, 11.8¢ r Marketing share, 88.2¢
| |

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service, Food Dollar; data as of March 2026.

“In April alone this year, 62 Chapter 12 farm bankruptcies were filed nationwide —a 130% jump from
the prior year and the highest monthly total since February 2020. The USDA projects total farm debt

will rise 5.2% to a record $624.7 billion in 2026, with 330 bankruptcy cases filed.”
Capitol News lllinois May 28, 2026
wa
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https://farmpolicynews.illinois.edu/2026/05/farm-bankruptcies-hit-six-year-high-in-april/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/farm-economy/farm-sector-income-finances/assets-debt-and-wealth

Water Conservation &
Infrastructure
Partnership

Bessemer Farmland Conservation
Project

COLORADO RIVER ﬁ\

DISTRICT COMMUNITY
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More than 50,000 Americans took
their own lives in 2023, the nation’s @;;:g,;;:: '=.s::Z§:@
highest yearly rate of suicide on et O
record. Farmers are 3.5 times more
likely to die by suicide than the general -« i N; KR
population, according to the National R S Bty
Rural Health Association. Special @
correspondent Megan Thompson T
reports from Wisconsin on the burden
farmers often deal with and what's
being done to help them.



EMOTIONAL
Coping effectively with life and
creating satisfying relationships

ENVIRONMENTAL FINANCIAL
Goaod health by occupying 4 Satisfaction with current
pleasant, stimulating environments . and future financial
that support well-being situations
INTELLECTUAL i SOCIAL
Recognizing creative abilities - Developing a sense of
and finding ways to expand | ~ connection, belonging,

knowledge and skills . and a well-developed

support system
PHYSICAL SPIRITUAL
Recognizing the need Expanding our sense of
for physical activity, diet, purpose and meaning in life
sleep and nutrition
Adapted from Swarbrick, M. (2006). OCCUPATIONAL
A Wellness Approach. Psychiatric Personal satisfaction and

Rehabilitation Journal, 29(4), 311-314, enrichment derived from one's work



LEGACY

Gift of 8 Minutes
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Ag Behavioral Health ...

In 2024, Agricultural & Rural Behavioral Health

Care (SB24-055) was written by prime sponsors
Senator Janice Marchman, Senator Perry Will,
Representative Meghan Lukens, and

Representative Anthony Hartsook.

The legislation created the Agricultural
Behavioral Health Community of Practice Work
Group to be co-led by the Colorado Department
of Agriculture and the Colorado Behavioral

Health Administration.


http://ag.colorado.gov

CHANGING OUR MENTAL & EMOTIONAL TRAJECTORY

WARDoORSE RANCDH

Colorado Agricultural
Addiction and Mental
Health Program

) Stress
. Mental Health FIRST AID HELPLINE’

for Colorado

\o call or text

from MATIOMNAL COUNMCIL FOR MENTAL WELLBEING
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Mental Health Forum Healing Spaces.

Grounded Solutions.

QPR COLORADO

Colorado
Mental Health
GRISIS SERVIGES Line
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Thank you!

Robert.Sakata@state.co.us
720-512-6868
Ag.Colorado.gov
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