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$197.72 Billion to Colorado’s Economy*

Stewards for 30 Million Acres

Providing jobs for 921,995*

Manage 80-90% of the States Water

*2026 Feeding The Economy 

Report



Occupation of 

Hope











January 2, 2024

Colorado Department of Agriculture

Agricultural Water Policy Advisor



Job Description:

• This position focuses on water policy and research, lead in outreach and 

technical assistance, and represent the department on various working 

groups and public discussions around agricultural water.

1. Educational Institution

2. CSU Cooperative Extension

3. Colorado Water Center

4. NRCS

5.  Conservancy and Conservation Districts

6.  Agricultural Organizations

7.  Water Policy Organizations

8.  Conservation groups





Colorado Water Plan

2.1 Expand ag water conservation, education and peer-to-peer programs that

enhance innovation

2.2 Integrate capacity building efforts to support agriculture

2.3 Expand the scale of collaborative water sharing agreements

2.4 Streamline collaborative water sharing agreements

2.5 Support the integration of robust agriculture into local government planning

2.6 Assess the economic opportunities of avoided buy and dry to communities, ecosystems and 

recreation

2.7 Engage federal and state partners to streamline assistance for groundwater dependent 

regions

2.8 Streamline agricultural infrastructure funding

2.9 Assess agricultural impacts and best water practices for water quality protection

2.10 Integrate soil health, water conservation, and adaptive practices that increase economic 

outputs with less water



1.Minimize Buy and Dry

2.Promote the Ecosystem Benefits of 

Agriculture

3. Implement Conservation Easements to 

Protect Agricultural Land

4.Recognize Irrigated Agriculture and 

Energy Nexus

5.Expand Market Pathways for Producers

6.Elevate Agriculture in Urban Planning

7. Invest in Agriculture Career and 

Learning Opportunities

8.Promote Drought Resiliency

9. Invest in Innovative Infrastructure and 

Technology

10.Explore Funding Opportunities



❑ Agriculture Water Quality

❑ Agricultural Stewardship Tax Credit

❑ Animal Health

❑ Biological Control

❑ Climate Resilience Grants

❑ Colorado Soil Health Program

❑ Conservation Board

❑ Energy

❑ Markets

❑ Loan Program



❖ On going research in the production of less thirsty crops
• Alternative forage crops (sainfoin)

• Black Eye Pea production

• Rye Resurgence Project

• Camelina for bio jet fuel

❖ Trainings on managing irrigation 
• TAP (Testing Ag Performance Solutions)

• Colorado Master Irrigator Trainings (32 hr)

• CSU Online Courses

❖ Infrastructure Improvements
• Canal lining

• Piping

• Diversion measuring devices



Legislation

❑ HB26-1230: Extend Conservation Easement Tax Credit

❑ HB26-1340: Revegetate or Dry Farm Formally Irrigated Land

❑ HB26-064: Modify Colorado Agricultural Future Loan Program

❑ SB25-040: The Future of Severance Taxes and Water Funding

❑ SB24-197 & HB16-1228: Ag Water Protection Water Right

❑ SB23-295: Colorado River Task Force

❑ SB22-028: Groundwater Compact Compliance Fund

❑ HB21-1043: Create Agricultural Drought and Climate Resilience Office



21¢-25¢

“In April alone this year, 62 Chapter 12 farm bankruptcies were filed nationwide – a 130% jump from 

the prior year and the highest monthly total since February 2020. The USDA projects total farm debt 

will rise 5.2% to a record $624.7 billion in 2026, with 330 bankruptcy cases filed.”
Capitol News Illinois May 28, 2026

https://farmpolicynews.illinois.edu/2026/05/farm-bankruptcies-hit-six-year-high-in-april/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/farm-economy/farm-sector-income-finances/assets-debt-and-wealth


Water Conservation &

Infrastructure 

Partnership



More than 50,000 Americans took 

their own lives in 2023, the nation’s 

highest yearly rate of suicide on 

record. Farmers are 3.5 times more 

likely to die by suicide than the general 

population, according to the National 

Rural Health Association. Special 

correspondent Megan Thompson 

reports from Wisconsin on the burden 

farmers often deal with and what’s 

being done to help them.
PBS 

News 





Gift of 8 Minutes



ag.colorado.gov

ag.colorado.govAg Behavioral Health
In 2024, Agricultural & Rural Behavioral Health 

Care (SB24-055) was written by prime sponsors 

Senator Janice Marchman, Senator Perry Will, 

Representative Meghan Lukens, and 

Representative Anthony Hartsook. 

The legislation created the Agricultural 

Behavioral Health Community of Practice Work 

Group to be co-led by the Colorado Department 

of Agriculture and the Colorado Behavioral 

Health Administration. 
Photo by Emily Sierra

http://ag.colorado.gov








Thank you!

Robert.Sakata@state.co.us

720-512-6868

Ag.Colorado.gov
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