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Agenda
• About the Levin Center
• Legislative oversight review
• Current state efforts
• Recommendations
• Oversight planning exercise
• Q&A



What is the Levin Center?

Work
1. Technical assistance for Congress & 

state legislatures, awards, nationwide 
networking of leaders  

2. Research, fellowships, awards, 
databases, reports, field building

3. Civic Education – testimony, op-eds, 
events, internships, Learning by Hearings 
high school lessons plans

Senator
Carl Levin

Congressional
Boot Camps

Mission
Advance bipartisan, fact-based 
oversight and civil discourse as 
essential to representative 
democracy

PA House 
Oversight 
Committee



Avenues for State Legislative Oversight

• Oversight partners
• Appropriations process
• Committees
• Advice and consent
• Monitoring contracts
• Administrative rule review



Factual Questions

• Not a hypothesis
• Process-oriented
• “How” and “what” questions, not “yes” or “no”

Great! Less great…

What kinds of oil spills happen in 
the Great Lakes and how are they 
handled?

How come don’t we have bigger 
fines for shipping companies 
responsible for oil spills?

How do outcomes for students 
receiving special education 
services vary across the state?

Why are the schools so bad in my 
district?



10 Best Practices

1. Prioritize information gathering over confrontation

2. Treat oversight as a continuous process, not a single hearing

3. Institutionalize the use of evidence, especially audits

4. Build and actively use oversight capacity

5. Use diverse avenues of oversight



10 Best Practices

6. Foster bipartisan collaboration and coordinated oversight

7. Leverage committee expertise and specialization

8. Establish clear accountability relationships

9. Prioritize based on risk, scale, and impact

10.Make oversight accessible to the public



Current State Efforts



Current State Efforts

South Carolina Committee, Subcommittees, Regulation Review

Virginia Joint Legislative Audit & Review Commission

Mississippi AI Task Force Report

Connecticut Legislation, Oversight Committees

Texas Interim Charges



South Carolina

Regulations, Administrative Procedures, Artificial Intelligence, and 
Cybersecurity Committee
Subcommittees
• AI: Artificial Intelligence, Cybersecurity, Emerging Technologies
• Regulations: Business and Industry, Health & Healthcare 

Industries, Environment & Natural Resources, and Education & 
Administrative



South Carolina



Virginia Joint Legislative Audit & Review Commission

Study resolution 

2024 Report
• Topics include economic, 

fiscal, energy, natural 
resources, and local impact

• Recommendations and 
policy options
o Economic development
o Water-use estimates
o Sound modeling studies



Mississippi

Mississippi  Artificial Intelligence 
Regulation Task Force

Initial report released January 2026

Current AI adoption, risks, 
opportunities

Conclusions and 
recommendations



Connecticut

Connecticut Senate Bill 5 (May 
2026)

Working group

Initial appointments by end July 
2026

February 2027 report



Texas Interim Charges

Preventing fraud, waste, and 
abuse

In legal practice

Use in public education

Social media's impact on youth 
health and well-being

Health care



Recommendations



Recommendations
• Bipartisan oversight committee
• Task force
• Field hearings, site visits

• A continuous process, not a single hearing
• Information gathering > confrontation
• Use evidence, evaluations, audits
• Build oversight capacity, then use it
• Work together

• Make a plan!



Questions?



Oversight Planning 
Exercise



Oversight Planning Exercise
Topic Open-ended factual 

question
Facts and data to 
pursue

Resources and 
oversight avenues



Oversight Planning Exercise
Topic Open-ended factual 

question
Facts and data to 
pursue

Resources and 
oversight avenues

Tax incentives

Utilities

Water

Economic

Intergovernmental

More!



Oversight Planning Exercise
Topic Open-ended factual 

question
Facts and data to 
pursue

Resources and 
oversight avenues

Data Security What security is in place 
for sensitive state data 
processed by data 
centers? 

State department data 
on AI usage

Location of data 
center(s)

Proportion of data 
deemed sensitive being 
analyzed and used by AI

Cyber security contract

AI task force

Committee hearing

Budget report request

Security contract

Administrative rule

Department 
director/secretary 
confirmation hearing



Questions?



Strengthening Democracy.
Advancing Oversight.

Ben Eikey

benjamin.eikey@wayne.edu 

go.levin-center.org/playlist

mailto:benjamin.eikey@wayne.edu
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