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Montana AIS Prevention 2026
• 17 FWP Funded Watercraft 

Inspection Stations.
o Most operated by partners.

• Non State-Funded stations
o National Park Service
o City of Whitefish
o Swan Lakers

• Over 80,000 inspections.
o 23 Mussel fouled vessels
o Over 800 fouled with weeds

• Mandatory inspection before 
launch requirement.



Inspection Station Partners
Partners (Contracted):
o Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes    

(Ravalli & Thompson falls)
o Blackfeet Nation (Browning)
o Missoula County (Clearwater Junction)
o Garfield Conservation District                    

(Flowing Wells & Wibaux)
o McCone Conservation District (Nashua)
o Beaverhead Conservation District (Dillon)
o Bighorn Conservation District                      

(Hardin & St.Xavier)
o Powder River Conservation District 

(Broadus)
o Lincoln Conservation District (Eureka)
o High Plains CD (Helena)
o Flathead Conservation District
o Little Shell of the Chippewa Tribe 
Other Inspection Station Partners
o City of Whitefish
o Swan Lakers
o Glacier National Park
o Yellowstone National Park



AIS Partners



Watercraft Inspection Stations





Mussel Fouled Vessels
2017 to 2026
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AIS Early Detection Survey

• Over 3,300 early detection 
samples collected and analyzed 
annually.

• Multi Taxa Survey.
• Microscopy, eDNA and physical 

survey methods
• No invasive mussel detections 

in MT samples.
• Expanded partner sampling and 

survey.





AIS Outreach / Marketing



Geofenced Highway Corridors



Locations:
• Geofences are placed 

at 33 of Montana’s 
border entrances.

• Captures mobile 
devices in real time 
as users physically 
proceed to enter the 
state.

• Triggers immediate 
ad delivery within 
minutes of crossing 
the border.

Geofenced Highway Corridors





Looking to the Future
• Prevention efforts are 

effective:  
o Needs to remain a priority.

• All parties need to be 
prepared for a detection.

• Support containment 
activities at mussel impacted 
waters.

• Support existing efforts in 
your state.

• Pressure Federal partners to 
continue support.



FWP.MT.gov/AIS
Thomas.woolf@mt.gov
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