
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN A 
QUICKLY GROWING REGION

A WASATCH ADVOCATES FOR LIVABLE 
COMMUNITIES (WALC) BRIEFING

1



WHO WE ARE
WALC works to expand housing 
choice and support communities 
that are walkable, connected, and 
opportunity-rich.

Across the Wasatch Region, we bring 
people together around practical solutions 
for housing, land use, transportation, and 
local governance.

Through education, advocacy, partnerships, 
and community engagement, WALC works 
to make it easier for more people to find 
homes in the communities they love. Nonpartisan • Collaborative • Community-

centered
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WHY THIS WORK 
MATTERS
Communities don’t stand still — and neither can our 
policies.

Utah’s communities are evolving. Growing populations, 
changing household needs, and rising housing costs are 
creating new challenges for residents and local leaders alike.

More housing choices

for residents at different stages of life

Thoughtful land use
that helps communities grow with intention

Connected transportation
linking people to jobs, schools, and services

Opportunity-rich neighborhoods
where people can live, work, and thrive
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HOW WALC WORKS
We help communities move from concern to understanding, and from understanding to practical action.

1 - Educate

Clear, accessible 
explanations of 
housing, land use, 
and transportation 
policy.

2 - Convene

Bringing residents, 
local leaders, 
advocates, and 
partners into the 
same conversation.

3 - Advocate

Supporting 
evidence-based 
reforms that 
expand housing 
choice and improve 
affordability.

Events, toolkits, 
public outreach, 
and calls to action 
that help people 
participate.
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4 - Engage



A REGION GROWING FAST
Utah's population is projected to grow from 3.6 million today to 5.6 million by 
2065 — and the Wasatch Region will drive most of that growth.

+2 Million 
Residents

Utah County to 
Double

Salt Lake County Wasatch County
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Statewide 
population growth 
projected by 2065, 
driven mostly by the 
Wasatch Region.

Reaching 1.5 million 
residents by 2065 —
adding nearly 800,000 
people, or 45% of 
regional growth.

Remains the state's 
most populous 
county, at roughly 
1.6 million residents 
by 2065.

The fastest-growing 
county in the state, 
at a 1.9% annual 
growth rate.



GROWTH IS OUTPACING HOUSING SUPPLY

Utah's housing shortage is a structural problem — and it's getting worse.

~40,000 Units 27,900 Homes/Year

2x Home Prices 20 Years
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Estimated statewide housing deficit as new 
home production slows.

New homes needed annually just to keep 
pace with projected population growth.

Median home prices along the Wasatch 
Front have more than doubled since 2015, 
far outpacing wages.

Estimated time before Wasatch Front cities 
run out of space for housing under current 
general plans.



LOCAL LAND USE: THE 
NATION'S #1 HOUSING 
BARRIER
Researchers and policymakers agree: restrictive local zoning 
is the single biggest constraint on housing supply.

• Roughly 70% of residential land in major U.S. metro 
areas restricts or bans apartments and other multifamily 
housing.

• The Bipartisan Policy Center, Pew Charitable Trusts, and 
NAHB all identify outdated zoning as the primary driver 
of housing scarcity.

• Cities that reform zoning see results: Minneapolis grew 
its housing stock 12% from 2017–2022 while area rents 
rose just 1%.

• By comparison, the rest of Minnesota added only 4% 
housing stock over the same period while rents rose 
14%.

• The same local approval barriers slowing production 
nationally are constraining growth across the Wasatch 
Region.
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WHERE LOCAL RULES BLOCK 
HOUSING HERE AT HOME
Across the Wasatch Region, outdated local land use rules limit the housing options 
communities need most.

Outdated 

Zoning

Large swaths of land remain 
zoned exclusively for single-

family detached homes, limiting 
housing variety.

Restrictive 
ADU/DADU 

Rules:
Many cities still limit accessory 
dwelling units that homeowners 

could otherwise add to their 
properties.

Excess 
Parking 

Minimums
Oversized parking requirements 

raise construction costs and 
reduce land available for 

housing.

Slow, 
Unpredictable 

Approvals
City-by-city variation in 

entitlement processes creates 
delay and discourages 

investment.

Missing-
Middle Gaps

Duplexes, triplexes, and small-
scale multifamily housing remain 

difficult to build in most zones.
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THE COST OF INACTION
When local land use decisions lag behind growth, the consequences compound.

Rising Unaffordability

Shrinking Capacity

Regional Inconsistency
The status quo isn't neutral — it's 

a choice with real costs.
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Home prices and rents climb further out of reach for working families 
across the region. Families are delaying having children and starting 
their lives. 

Wasatch Front communities could run out of buildable land within 20 
years under current general plans. The result is the loss of open 
space, farmland, and the natural resources that define life in Utah. 

A patchwork of local rules creates unpredictability that slows housing 
investment region-wide. It also means that only large builders can 
navigate the system, pricing smaller, local builders out of the market. 



WHAT REFORM LOOKS LIKE
Practical, proven changes can unlock housing production without sacrificing community character.

ADU & DADU Modernization

Missing-Middle Housing

Parking Flexibility

Predictable Standards
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Update outdated codes so homeowners can add flexible housing 
options on their own property.

Allow duplexes, triplexes, and small multifamily buildings in more 
residential zones.

Right-size parking requirements to lower construction costs and free 
up buildable land.

Streamline approvals with clear, consistent, predictable development 
standards.



THE CASE FOR 
STATEWIDE LEADERSHIP

SEVEN STATES 
SHOW WHAT'S 
POSSIBLE.
Montana, Texas, Florida, New Hampshire, Colorado, 
Washington, and California have each enacted statewide 
reforms — legalizing ADUs and duplexes, allowing apartments 
in commercial zones, cutting permitting red tape, and unlocking 
transit-oriented development — that cut through local gridlock 
and deliver housing at scale. Utah's growth deserves the same 
statewide resolve. It's time for the Wasatch Region to lead.

wasatchalc.org
@wasatchalc

Questions & conversation
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